W TNESS PROTECTI ON

| NT. HOUSE - DAY

A large, crunbling house. It was once considered nmajestic,
but has clearly been vacant for quite sone tine. The
furniture, though beautiful, is dusty and worn and spiders
lurk in nost corners.

WOVAN enters the house, carrying a | arge cardboard box. She
is followed by MAN, carrying several duffle bags and a | arge
Sui t case.

The wonman sets the box down and | ooks around the house.

WOVAN
Ri ght

MAN
This could be nice. Alittle dusting
and sonme new furniture and it m ght
actual |y be sonet hing.

Wman wal ks around the room touching the walls and furniture
as she goes. Dust is everywhere and her fingers blacken for
every touch.

WOVAN
Kenny, | want to go hone.
MAN
You have to renenber, it's Chris now.
WOVAN
Right. Shit. Chris Chris Chris. |
won't forget, | prom se.
MAN

| mss honme too. But we can nake this
home, you know. Sone paint, sone

cl eani ng.
WOVAN
A LOT of cleaning.
MAN
A LOT of cleaning, and this place
could be really nice. | nean, it's a

| ot bigger than our |ast place.



WOVAN
Yeah, except this is in the mddle of
nowher e.

The doorbell rings. They both junp.

WOVAN ( CONT' D)
VWho's that?

MAN
How should | know?

WOVAN
Do you think it's then? Do you think
t hey found us?

MAN
| mpossi bl e, sweetie. W only just got
her e.
WOVAN
Are you sure?
MAN
No. And we won't be until we open that

door.

MAN cauti ously approaches the door. WOVAN pani cs and | eaps
behi nd the couch, hiding.

MAN hesitates. The doorbell rings again. He opens the door.

He is greeted by BETH (40s), an energetic and | oud sout hern
bel | e.

BETH
(overly enthusiastic)
H there!
MAN
H
BETH

New nei ghbor al ert!

Bet h | aughs whol eheartedly. The man tries his best to stay
calmand polite.

BETH ( CONT' D)
| " m Bet hany, but you may call ne Beth.
| saw your novin' truck and thought



|"d introduce nyself and wel cone ya'l
to our little towm. | brought cookies!

Bet h reaches out the tray of cookies. MAN eyes the cookies
but doesn't take them

MAN
It's nice to neet you. I'm.. |I'm
Chris. And this is ny wfe-

He | ooks around unable to find WOVAN.

MAN ( CONT' D)
M wife - uh - my wfe..

WOVAN pops up from behind the couch. She | eaps over the couch
to Chris's rescue. She |ands at Beth's feet and quickly grabs
her armin a handshake.

WOVAN

|"m Sarah. Nice to neet you
BETH

Li kewi se. So, where ya'll fronf
SARAH

Oh, well you know. .. around.

Sarah shoots Chris a hel pless | ook. Chris |ooks frozen.

BETH
(taking the hint)
Well! | best be off. | can see ya'l

have a | ot of unpacking to do. Wl cone
to the nei ghbor hood!

Beth smles and wal ks away. Sarah and Chris cl ose the door.
They both | ean against it and slide to the floor.

They | ook at each ot her.

SARAH
Ww. That lady's |ike a wal king
cliche. | honestly don't know how

we' re gonna do this.
Chris grabs Sarah's hand, confortingly.
CHRI S

One day at a tine, Elaine, one day at
a tine.



